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Femoral Hernia Repair

with Modified Patch Repair 
after Previous Inguinal Herniorrhaphy 

• Femoral hernia rare

• FH after inguinal hernia repair still rare

• Modified repair for a small subset of  a specific problem



Why Femoral Hernia 

after Inguinal Herniorrhaphy 

↑ upward tension on the inguinal ligament can open 

femoral canal wide [Abrahamson]

↓ inguinal hernia repair per se does not provide a 

disposition for femoral hernia itself  [Kehlet]

– probably an overlooked hernia



Femoral Hernia Repair

after Previous Inguinal Herniorrhaphy 

• 4-year period

• Totally 51 femoral hernias

• 10 previous inguinal hernia repairs in 9 pts

– 5 Lichtenstein, 5 Bassini (one bilateral)

– 8 men (9), 1 woman

Mikkelsen, Bay-Nielsen, Kehlet. Br J Surg 2002.



Repair methods for 51 femoral hernias



Shouldice Clinic Approach 

for Femoral Hernia Repair

J AmColl Surg 2008;207:360–367
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Repair methods for 51 femoral hernias





Femoral Hernia Repair

with Modified Patch Repair 
after Previous Inguinal Herniorrhaphy 

• Does not abolish previous inguinal repair

• Less invasive (than inguinal approach)

• Less foreign body sensation (than a plug)

• Feasible with local anesthesia  (unlike laparoscopy)
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